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Session Abstract

BACKGROUND: Since 2000, Pallium Canada has been training primary and generalist-level health care professionals (e.g.
physicians, nurses, pharmacists, social workers, etc.) on the essential skills and competencies of the palliative care
approach in its Learning Essential Approaches to Palliative Care (LEAP). Patients who could benefit from a palliative care
approach are found in many settings of care. A system that relies on specialist palliative care teams providing all
palliative care is unsustainable and ultimately reduces system capacity and access. Pallium offers LEAP courses for
different settings, professions and specialty areas.

OBJECTIVE: Respiratory therapists will learn the essential role they play in implementing a palliative care approach in
their care setting and how they can build capacity within their organizations to provide better care to patients and their
families. With Canada’s aging population and increasing prevalence of chronic conditions, respiratory therapists are
critical to improving palliative care in Canada.

Session Objectives

1. To describe the palliative care context and benefits of implementing a palliative care approach.

2. To understand the importance of the palliative care approach with patients who have advanced pulmonary or
respiratory diseases.

3. To engage colleagues in discussions around the importance of a palliative care approach for their respective
organization.
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