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Session Abstract

The publication of the National Competency Framework in 2016 prompted curriculum revision within Respiratory
Therapy Programs across the country. In August 2017, the Respiratory Therapy Programs from Algonquin College,
Canadore College, Conestoga College, Fanshawe College, Michener Institute of Education at UHN, and St. Clair College
and formed a working group with the goal of creating assessment tools that evaluated clinical respiratory therapy
students in Ontario in the same manner and to the same standards. The group created clinical assessment tools and
rating scales that aligned with the NCF 2016 expectations for knowledge, skills and attitudes. Two subgroups worked
respectively on developing a clinical logbook with assessment rubrics for competencies as well as daily, midterm and
final performance assessment.
Overcoming challenges such as individual professional and personal schedules, geographical location, differences in
clinical program delivery and evaluation platforms between programs, the group met via online platforms and
completed the project priorities to meet national implementation deadlines.
The new standardized assessment tools, including a new clinical logbook, was successfully launched in May, 2019. A
follow up survey will be distributed to clinical partners closer to the one-year mark of the introduction of the new
standard tools to evaluate clarity, user-friendliness and adherence.
We hope the results of this project will be helpful to other programs in the country when revising clinical student
assessments amid changing professional standards. It is our belief that sharing our experience is an example of how
provincial collaboration leads to improved educational experiences for students and clinical partners. We feel confident
that this project will be a model for collaboration between health education programs at both the provincial and
national level.

Session Objectives
1.
2.
3.
4.

To discuss the benefits of standardizing clinical competency evaluation tools in a regulated profession
To share the steps involved in creating standardized assessment tools for clinical Respiratory Therapy Students
To discuss the challenges of implementing standardized assessment tools for clinical Respiratory Therapy Students
To discuss differences in the implementation and use of standardized assessment tools by the various Ontario RT
programs, taking into consideration the impact of standardization on program autonomy.
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Connie Syvier is a Fanshawe grad (1989), has been a front-line RRT for 22 years, including Clinical Practice Manager for 4
years. Connie left the hospital to start the program at St. Clair.
Felita Kwan graduated from the Michener Institute of Education at UHN (formerly the Toronto Institute of Medical
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2001.
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program coordinator in the Algonquin College Respiratory Therapy program, since 2017.
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